NAPOLEON:   THE  LAST  PHASE
and to his policy, when it was clearly dictated by the commonest gratitude and humanity towards Poland, Napoleon resolutely refused it, we may judge of the value and authenticity of this document.
The fifth fabrication, which we are not privileged even to see, is the most remarkable, and the most impudent, of all. In a moment of disinterested friendship Las Cases drew from his manuscript hoards, to show to Warden, a letter from the Due d'Enghien to Napoleon which was written on the eve of his execution, and which was suppressed by Talleyrand for fear Napoleon should be moved by it to spare him. Las Cases appears to have had a monopoly of this document, for no one except himself and those to whom he showed it ever had the singular good fortune to see or even to hear of it. His own statement with regard to the Enghien aff air is, perhaps, the most nebulous in his whole book, and he only makes a timid and transient allusion to the letter which he had shown so exultantly to Warden. Warden's language is so remarkable that it deserves quotation: " I saw a copy of this letter in possession of Count de Las Cases, which he calmly represented to me as one of the mass of documents formed or collected to authenticate and justify certain mysterious parts of the history which he was occasionally employed in writing under the dictation of the hero of it." Let us follow up for a moment the subsequent history of the letter of the Due d'Enghien intercepted by Talleyrand and providentially preserved by Las Cases. In the Letters from the Cape, composed, inspired, or revised by Napoleon, this letter is mentioned, for the author had "frequent opportunities of cursorily running over manuscripts of the greatest interest relative to the
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